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 The lock on 
the gate at the 
flying field will be 
changed on March 
3rd at 9:30 am. 
New keys will be 
available at the 
meeting March 
2nd. Woodland 
Aero Modelers and 
Academy of Model 
A e r o n a u t i c s 
membership cards 
are required to 
receive your new 

key to the gate 
lock and along 
with the return 
your old key. You 
will also need a 
2010 Du Page 
county forest 
preserve permit to 
fly at the field. 

 As you work 
on your building 
projects this winter 
DO NOT forget  to 
i den t i f y  you r 
aircraft with your         
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PLEASE FLY SAFE, FLY WITH A SPOTTER! 
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 Epoxy is one of 
the best modeling 
materials available. It is 
useful as an adhesive for 
wetting out fiberglass 
cloth, as filler, and as a 
finishing material. It can 
be thinned or thickened 
for a variety of purposes. 
But, even though it is 
useful, epoxy also can be 
a pain when it doesn’t 
harden properly.  There 
are two important issues 
when dealing with epoxy: 
proportioning and mixing. 
Of these two, mixing is 
the most  c r i t i ca l .  
Disproportioning the 
hardener to the epoxy 
generally leads to slow 
hardening, but lack of  
proper mixing can lead to 
permanent ly  s t icky 
epoxy. One hundred 
quick, hard strokes are 
recommended when 
mixing any amount of 
epoxy. Count them to 
make sure that your 
mixing is adequate. 
Always mix your epoxy 
before putting in any 
additives. Both thinning 
and thickening agents 
can keep epoxy from 
mixing properly. Give the 

Working with Epoxy… 
 

By: Al Sorensen 

Editor R/C World Flyers 

Orlando, FL 

121 Addison, Elmhurst, IL 60126 

http://www.alshobbyshop.com/ 

rc@alshobbyshop.com 

630-832-4908 

epoxy 100 strokes first 
and then put in the 
additive. 

Thinning 

Epoxy can be thinned 
using acetone or 
denatured alcohol. 
Either of these can be 
added to make it more 
watery. A mix of up to 
50% doesn’t seem to 
have any effect on the 
final strength of the 
epoxy. Thinning the 
epoxy will slow down 
the curing time and 
make it wet out 
fiberglass and carbon 
fiber better. Thinned 
epoxy also can be 
wiped onto balsa as a 
fuel proofing finish. 

 

Thickening 

Epoxy can be thickened 
by adding almost any 
inert fine-grained solid, 
from sand to cotton 
fiber. Modelers usually 
use microballons for 
thickening epoxy since 
they  a re  read i l y 
available and add little 
weight .  Th ickened 
epoxy can be used to 
make fillets or to fill 
gaps. 

 

5 minutes, 15 minutes, 
30 minutes, more? 

E p o x y  c o m e s  i n 
formulations for different 
curing times. The times 
listed on the package are 
strictly nominal and 
generally refer to curing 
time. Five-minute epoxy 
does not give you five 
minutes of working time. 
At best you will get 20 
seconds of working time 
in which to place 5-
minute epoxy before it 
starts to set.  Thirty-
minute epoxy gives you 
around one to three 
minutes before it starts to 
set. These times will vary 
with temperature, mix 
proportions, and proper 
mixing, but they are good 
reference points. In 
general, 5-minute epoxy 
is only for spot gluing. It 
is great for small, quick 
jobs but not for involved 
tasks.  A general rule of 
thumb is the working time 
for epoxy (after 100 
strokes of mixing) is 
about 10% of the time 
listed on the package. 
Keep in mind that epoxy 
mixed and left in the cup 
will set faster than epoxy 
that is spread out 

immediately. 

 

Clean-Up 

Epoxy on the hands can 
be cleaned with acetone, 
denatured alcohol, or 
vinegar. Vinegar is the 
most desirable of the 
three but it smells. I find 
that soft soap, when 
used straight and rubbed 
patiently and thoroughly 
on the hands, removes 
epoxy residue in a 
completely satisfactory 
fashion. Try it; you’ll like 
it. The best thing to do is 
wear latex gloves while 
working with epoxy and 
toss them when you’re 
done. It avoids any 
possible allergic  reaction 
and eliminates the clean-
up problem. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
2 
7:30 PM 
WAM Club 
Meeting at the 
VFW 

3 4 5 6 
Tri-Village RC 
Swap Shop 
DuPage County 
Fairgrounds 
Wheaton, IL 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 
7:30 PM 
WAM Club 
Meeting at the 
VFW 

17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
Fox Valley Aero 
Club 
RC Swap Meet 
Kane County 
Fairgrounds 
St. Charles, IL 

28   
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Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm 

Secretary’s report: Minutes of 
December 15, 2009 and January 5, 
2010 meetings approved as 
submitted. 

Treasurer’s report: Approved as 
submitted. 

Executive Director: Nothing new. 

Committee reports: 

Chief instructor: Field is icy, 
particularly the road in. 

Safety: Chuck Misicka reminded us 
NOT to charge LiPo batteries 
in the car. 

Announcements: 

Next meeting: February 2nd at the 
VFW at 7:30 pm. 

E-Fest January 30 and 31, 2010 at 
University of Illinois Armory. 

Swap meet February 6th at the 
DuPage County fairgrounds. 

Forest Preserve reminds us to 
catch our fuel spills. Bill’s 
brother has some carpet 
scraps. 

Bill reported that he will be in 
contact with the Forest 
Preserve people .  Paul 
suggests that we need to send 
a couple of people to meet, to 
make sure all our issues are 
addressed. 

Arnie Zimmerman announced that 
a Cavalcade of Airplanes will 
be at Clow June 5-6, with the 
Ford Trimotor giving rides. 
Young Eagles should resume 
in April. 

Old Business: 

Bob Boen will keep an event 
calendar up-to-date. 

Bob also reported that the AMA 
event calendar will go online, 
but it is difficult to use. 

If there are any current members 
not receiving the newsletter, 
please get the details to the 
Secretary or the Newsletter 

Editor so that problems can 
b e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  a n d 
corrections made. 

 

 

New Business: 

None 

Model Building, Maintenance, 
Hints & Tips: 

None. 

Guests: Bill Pivia voted into 
membership. 

Planes for Points: 

Phil Binter brought a cute GWS 
PT-17. 38” span, 380 motor 
with 10-6, 1# weight, 4 
channel.  

Jim Kummerov showed his Baby 
Jodel scratch-built from 
Model Aviation plans. Has 
70” span, weighs 6-1/2# 
ThunderTiger 75 w/13-6 and 
12 oz. tank. Covered with 
Ultracote. 

Ed Niccum had a Grumman F3F-
2 scratch-built from “sketchy” 
plans. 54” span, 8# 1 oz., 
OS .61 engine, 12 oz. tank. 
Covered with Ultracote. Nice 
project. 

Bob Boen had an AeroWorks 
Extra 300. 88# span, 20# 6 
oz. all up weight. DA 50 with 
23-8 prop. Using four 
batteries, high voltage 
servos, power panels, 
voltage regulators, smoke 
system. Bonus is custom 
transport cradle. 

Ray Tomczyk demonstrated the 
custom-engineered retracts 
on his Wildcat. A lot of work 
to get the folding landing 
gear action on this aircraft. 

 Guest Speakers: None. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm.    

WAM Meeting Minutes 
By: Jim Fox  

Woodland Aero Modelers 

Downers Grove, IL 

Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm 

Announcements: 

Thanks to Rudy Gebner 
for his service as Club 
President. 

Christmas party was a 
good time for all. 
Thanks to those who 
worked to make it a 
success, 

Next meeting: January 
19th at the VFW at 
7:30 pm. Point Night 
Auct ion at that 
meeting. 

E-Fest January 30 and 
31, 2010 at University 
of Illinois Armory. 

TriVillage RC will have 
their swap meet 
February 6th from 9 
until 2 

Rudy reminded us that 
D u P a g e  F o r e s t 
Preserve says there 
are bobcats near both 
Waterfall Glen and 
Green Valley fields. 
Be careful with small 
pets. 

E - n i g h t e r  a t  t h e 
Bensenville golf dome 
March 6th. 

Normal order of business 
suspended for the Point 
Night Auction. 

Submitted by Jim Fox 
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WAM Clubware  
The following Clubware is available: 
Club Patches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  2.00 
Gray Hats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  4.00 
Gray Polo Shirts (logo on breast) . . . $ 11.50 
Sizes XXL add . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $   1.00 
Contact Ron Wurl 708-387-0172 for any of the above 
items or download the Clubware Order form from our 
website… fill it out and mail it to Ron.  If item is not in 
stock, an order may have to be placed.  Don’t forget to add 
for any postage if asking Ron to mail you your order. 

Support Your Local Hobby Store 
  
  

LaGrange Hobby Center 
25 South LaGrange Rd, LaGrange, IL 60525 
708-354-1220 
  

Leisure Hours Hobbies 

Louis Joliet Pointe, 2712 Plainfield Rd, Joliet, IL 
815-439-1477 
  

Hobby Warehouse 

11152 Southwest Hwy. Palos Hills, IL 60465 
708-974-4440 

 

The Gentle Jungle 

3812 W 127th Street, Alsip, IL  

708-597-4197 

The Trading Outpost 

FOR SALE 12-2008 

Very little use, Moki 1.80, 2 Cycle glow engine, Included: 
Back mounting plate, Bisson muffler, aluminum spinner 
and smoke injector. 

Price $225, (not firm) Going Gas! Call Fred Fratto, 
630/852-8176 or e-mail f.fratto@comcast.net. 
 

FOR SALE 08-2008 

New in the original box, Hangar 9 F-22 Raptor, RTF nitro 
powered ARF Model airplane.  Included is the air frame, 
Evolution .46, JR SX600 radio system and charger.  This 
ARF assembles in less than 60 minutes and is ready to fly 
after charging RX and TX included battery packs.  Add 
fuel, light the glow plug and off you go.  $265.00.   

Call  Terry Vejvoda    630 257 6062 
 

FOR SALE 04-2009 

Futaba 5UAP (ch.22) and Futaba 7UAP (ch 32), excellent 
condition - Priced reasonable - Call Jim Kummerow 

708-354-6151 
 

Looking for a manual for the Saito FA90T twin cylinder. Or if 
you know someone who does  - Contact Terry R.Drenner 

918-561-1233  terry.drenner@okstate.edu 

 

REPAIR: Electronic repairs and adjustments of our RC 
transmitters and receivers. Contact Rich Frost of 503 W 
Berkley; Arlington Heights, IL 60004. 

Phone 847-255-30l7. 

  

Contact me (Dino) at 630-310-8421 or 

editor@wam-rc.com  to place an add 
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