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 The local 
weather is starting 
to turn warm again, 
which means more 
of you will be out 
flying.  Don’t 
forget, we are there 
to have fun while 
we are out flying.  
Follow the rules, 
fly safely, and 
please keep in the 
flyzone. Remember 
to stay away from 
Argonne National 
Laboratory to the 
North; the fence is 
only 1,000 feet 
away. 

 The runway 
might be rolled 
before the 
weekend, that is if 
a roller is 
available to rent, 
the past winter has 
been hard on our 
runway. 
 Check your 
keys for opening 
the lock on the 
gate and let me or 
Paul Boburka 
know if the key is 
not working. Also, 
DON’T wrap the 
chain around the 
gate.  This may 
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not allow the next 
person to be able to 
get out from the 
field side of the 
gate.  Let the chain 
hang from gate to 
gate. 
 Don’t forget 
to have an AMA 
label with a 
Minimum of your 
name and phone 
number affixed 
someplace on your 
aircraft.  

 

 

PLEASE FLY SAFE, FLY WITH A SPOTTER! 
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 Assumptions: 
1. You are starting with fresh, or 
recently used, glow fuel 
appropriate for your engine. 
2. The glow plug is also new, or 
relatively so. Just because it 
glows is no indication that it is 
good! Generally, if there seems 
to be a white cast to the 
filament, get a new one! 
3. You have mounted the 
appropriate propeller on the 
engine, and the prop nut is tight. 
4. Your fuel system has 
relatively new, tight hoses, a 
filter on the feed line, and a 
pressure tap appropriate for your 
engine. 
4. If your engine is new, you’ve 
read the instructions and set the 
engine accordingly. If your 
engine is not so new, but you 
have the instructions, see the 
preceding. If you don’t have the 
instructions, don’t worry; we’ll 
get it running right anyway! 
 

Procedure: 
1. Open the high-speed needle 
valve approximately three turns. 
If your carburetor is an air-bleed 
carburetor, close the air-bleed 
screw and then open it 
approximately one turn. If your 
carburetor has a low-speed 
needle valve, close it and then 
open it approximately two turns. 
What we are going to do is start 
from a rich setting, both low and 
high, and lean the engine. This 
protects the engine from that 
dreaded ‘lean run’ we’ve all 
heard so much about. 
2. Set the throttle to a high idle 
setting, apply power to the plug, 
and start your engine. At this 
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point, it should be running 
pretty rough; if you attempt to 
take off the plug power, it 
might die. Keep the plug hot 
by leaving the power on for a 
bit!  
3. Now WAIT for a while! Let 
the engine warm up for at least 
30 seconds, or slightly longer. 
Then gradually increase the 
throttle and listen to the 
engine. If it ‘gurgles’ and dies, 
it’s probably too rich (!), so 
turn the high-speed needle in 
about 1/4 turn and try again. 
(Go back to step 2.) If it speeds 
up and seems to be "rarin’ to 
go", shut it down and open the 
high-speed needle about 1/2 
turn. We want to start on the 
rich side, remember! If the 
engine doesn’t die, then 
gradually turn the high-speed 
needle in to increase the 
RPMs. Be careful—that prop is 
dangerous! Listen to the 
engine! When the engine 
peaks, then back out the high-
speed needle until the RPMs 
drop about 3-400 rpm. This is a 
good starting high-speed 
setting. We’ll refine this later. 
4. Now we will set the idle. 
You want the idle speed to be 
approximately 1800-2100 rpm 
for most .25-.61 glow engines; 
a little higher for smaller ones; 
not much lower for bigger 
ones. We will refine this later, 
as well. Now, cut the throttle 
and listen to the engine. If it 
dies because the RPMs are too 
low, adjust the linkage (or the 
throws in your radio) 
accordingly. If it’s idling too 
fast, see the preceding. Now 
run the engine at full throttle 
for a few seconds to ‘clear it 
out’, and go to step 5. 
5. From full RPMs, cut the 

throttle to idle and listen to the 
engine. What we are attempting 
to achieve is a response that is 
smooth and uniform—a 
transition from full throttle to 
idle, with no ‘blips’ in between, 
and a uniform, steady idle; a 
smooth run-up from idle to full 
throttle with no ‘blips’ or 
hesitations or gurgles in 
between. If the engine reaches 
idle speed, then speeds up, it’s 
too lean! Shut it down, and turn 
the low-speed needle out 
another 1/2 turn, or turn the air-
bleed screw in another 1/2 turn, 
and try again. If the engine 
reaches idle speed, then 
gradually slows down, it’s too 
rich (good). Check this by trying 
to run-up to full throttle—it will 
probably hesitate, or gradually 
increase its speed. Shut it down 
and turn the low speed adjust 
about 1/4 turn (in for needle; out 
for air-bleed). As you get closer 
to the correct setting, you should 
reduce the adjustment to 1/8 
turn or less.  
6. Start the engine again, and go 
to full throttle for approximately 
ten seconds or so. We want to 
clear out the engine of any fuel 
residue from that rich idle 
setting! Now go to step 5, and 
repeat this procedure until the 
engine performs properly. The 
engine should idle for at least 30 
seconds, not gaining or losing 
but a few rpm, and should 
IMMEDIATELY reach for full 
RPMs when you advance the 
stick, with NO hesitations. 
REALLY! This process will 
take perhaps 20-30 iterations to 
get it right, and perhaps nearly a 
tank of fuel, but once you’ve set 
the engine properly, you 
shouldn’t have to change the 
needles until the weather 

changes, and even then you 
won’t have to change them very 
much.  
7. Now let’s refine these settings 
for proper flying. Get the engine 
started; then at high throttle, 
point the nose of the aircraft 
straight up. The engine 
shouldn’t sag or die. If it does, 
then richen the high-speed 
mixture until it doesn’t. (If you 
can’t achieve this, change your 
prop, your fuel setup, or your 
engine. It’s NOT a needle 
problem!) It should hold its 
RPMs for at least 20-30 
seconds. Now cut the speed to 
idle, and place the airplane on 
the ground. A good idle speed is 
that which doesn’t allow the 
airplane to "creep". If it does, 
reduce the RPMs slightly until it 
doesn’t. If the engine size is the 
correct one for the airplane, this 
should be achievable. If not, see 
above. 
8. This procedure works for all 
normally aspirated glow 
engines. Enjoy! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        1 
  

2 
Good Friday 
  

3 
Sub. RC Barn-
stormers 
Swap Meet 8 to 
12 PM 
Dupage Cnty 
Fairgrnds 
John:  630-541-
3054 

4 
Easter Sunday 
  

5 6 
7:30 PM 
WAM Club 
Meeting at the 
VFW 

7 8 9 
Toledo RC Show 

10 
Toledo RC Show 

11 
Toledo RC Show 

12 13 
WAM Board 
Meeting 
Downers Grove 
Library 

14 15 16 
SAC Float Fly 
8 AM to 1 PM 
167th & Cicero 
$5.00 Fee 
  

17 

18 19 20 
7:30 PM 
WAM Club 
Meeting at the 
VFW 

21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30   
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WAM Meeting Minutes 
By: Jim Fox  

Woodland Aero Modelers 

Downers Grove, IL 

events and summarize for 
the members, because the 
event calendar will no 
longer be in the AMA 
magazine. 

If there are any current 
members not receiving 
the newsletter, please get 
the details to the 
Secretary or the 
Newsletter Editor so that 
problems can be 
investigated and 
corrections made. 

 

New Business: 

Phil Binter reported no indoor 
flying this Thursday, but 
after that flying will be 
held every Thursday until 
the end of April. 

 

Model Building, 
Maintenance, Hints & Tips: 

Question about long term 
stability of balsa joints 
glued with TiteBond. 
Generally agreed that 
there would be no aging 
problems. 

 

Guests: None. 
 

Planes for Points: 

None. 
 

Guest Speakers: None. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm  

March 16 Meeting called to order at 
the VFW at 7:30 pm by the President 
 

Normal order of business was 
suspended to allow our guest 
speaker to proceed. 

Rear Admiral Bernard Nash, 
USN (Retired) gave an 
entertaining talk about his 
experiences in the Navy. He 
went through flight training on 
the SBD (Douglas Dauntless 
dive bomber) and was on a sub
-hunting mission off the 
Florida coast, but did not go 
overseas. He served as an 
instructor and experienced the 
thrills(?) of flying 14 different 
aircraft. His stories of take-off 
and landing problems were 
examples of the hazards of 
flying, and of the luck and skill 
that brought him through. 

Thanks to ‘Bernie” for coming 
to speak to us! 
 

Secretary’s report: Minutes of 
March 2, 2010 meeting 
approved as submitted. 

Treasurer’s report: Approved 
as submitted. 

Executive Director: All quiet. 
 

Committee reports: 

Chief instructor: Field is OK, 
but a little wet. 

Safety: Chuck Misicka has a 
printout of AMA’s field 
rules to be posted at our 
field. 

 

Announcements: 

Next meeting: April 6th at the 
VFW at 7:30 pm. 

DuPage club Swap Meet at the 
Fairgrounds April 3. 

Jack Riddle reported that Past 
President Dwayne Frank  

passed away. 

Toledo R-C Show will be 
April 9-10-11. 

Don Meyers reported that the 
Doolittle Tokyo Raiders 
68th Reunion 2010 will 
be held in Dayton, OH, at 
the Air Force Museum 
April 15-18th, 2010. B-
25 fly-ins expected. 

DePue float fly scheduled for 
Sunday, August 8. 

Utica float fly at the Starved 
Rock Point shelter 
Saturday, August 14. 

 

Old Business: 

None. 
 

New Business: 

Thanks to Wally Williams for 
donating the airplane. 

 

Model Building, 
Maintenance, Hints & Tips: 

Bob Boen reported possible 
issues with some Futaba 
receivers and HiTec 
servos. Be cautious. 

 

Guests: None. 
 

Planes for Points: 

Tom Todro showed a Mojo 
3D profile he built with 
his son. Como .51 engine 
with 11x6 prop and 8 oz. 
tank. 5# weight. Nice 
covering job. Great kit! 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm  

March 2 Meeting called to order at the 
VFW at 7:30 pm by the President 
 

Secretary’s report: Minutes of 
February 16, 2010 meeting 
approved as submitted. 

Treasurer’s report: No report. 

Executive Director: All quiet. 
 

Committee reports: 

Chief instructor: Nothing new. 

Safety: Chuck Misicka 
reminded everyone to 
know and follow the 
WAM field safety rules. 
Copies are available on the 
website, or from the club 
secretary. 

 

Announcements: 

Next meeting: March 16th at 
the VFW at 7:30 pm. 

Keys distributed at this 
meeting. New lock will be 
put on the gate March 3 at 
about 9:30 am. 

Midnight Madness Dome E-
nighter starts 11 pm March 
6 at the Bensenville golf 
dome. 

Rock Valley RC Flyers Swap 
Meet is March 6th. 

Bob Boen sold the Delta wing 
model (donated by Wally 
Williams) at the Fox 
Valley Swap meet and the 
proceeds will go to the 
WAM treasury. 

At the end of the meeting, 
floats and wings donated 
by Arnie Zimmerman 
were auctioned, proceeds 
going to the WAM 
treasury. 

 

Old Business: 

Bob Boen will search the 
AMA calendar for local 
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WAM Clubware  
The following Clubware is available: 
Club Patches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  2.00 
Gray Hats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  4.00 
Gray Polo Shirts (logo on breast) . . . $ 11.50 
Sizes XXL add . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $   1.00 
Contact Ron Wurl 708-387-0172 for any of the above items or 
download the Clubware Order form from our website… fill it 
out and mail it to Ron.  If item is not in stock, an order may 
have to be placed.  Don’t forget to add for any postage if asking 
Ron to mail you your order. 

Support Your Local Hobby Store 
  
  

LaGrange Hobby Center 
25 South LaGrange Rd, LaGrange, IL 60525 
708-354-1220 
  

Leisure Hours Hobbies 

Louis Joliet Pointe, 2712 Plainfield Rd, Joliet, IL 
815-439-1477 
  

Hobby Warehouse 

11152 Southwest Hwy. Palos Hills, IL 60465 
708-974-4440 

 

The Gentle Jungle 

3812 W 127th Street, Alsip, IL  

708-597-4197 

The Trading Outpost 

 

 

FOR SALE 12-2008 

Very little use, Moki 1.80, 2 Cycle glow engine, Included: 
Back mounting plate, Bisson muffler, aluminum spinner 
and smoke injector. 

Price $225, (not firm) Going Gas! Call Fred Fratto, 
630/852-8176 or e-mail f.fratto@comcast.net. 
 

 

FOR SALE 08-2008 

New in the original box, Hangar 9 F-22 Raptor, RTF nitro 
powered ARF Model airplane.  Included is the air frame, 
Evolution .46, JR SX600 radio system and charger.  This 
ARF assembles in less than 60 minutes and is ready to fly 
after charging RX and TX included battery packs.  Add 
fuel, light the glow plug and off you go.  $265.00.   

Call  Terry Vejvoda    630 257 6062 
 

 

 

Looking for a manual for the Saito FA90T twin cylinder. Or if 
you know someone who does  - Contact Terry R.Drenner 

918-561-1233  terry.drenner@okstate.edu 

 

 

 

REPAIR: Electronic repairs and adjustments of our RC 
transmitters and receivers. Contact Rich Frost of 503 W 
Berkley; Arlington Heights, IL 60004. 

Phone 847-255-30l7. 
  

Contact me (Dino) at 630-310-8421 or 

editor@wam-rc.com  to place an add 

  

After 8 years of  repair and rebuilding, and 8,000 hours of toil, the 
Boeing 40C rolled out last winter as a finished airplane, but it took 
a few weeks for the snow to melt before it was taken out of the 
hangar. Project personnel received the Standard Airworthiness 
Certificate from the FAA and completed the engine pre-oil and 
fuel flow tests for the first of the taxi tests. 
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