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 Anatomy of a 
flight gone wrong. 
 
1. STRONG 

SOUTHWEST 
WIND 

2. Marginally 
powered airplane 

3. No spotter to 
assist when the 
planes gets to far 
away 

4. AIRPLANE has 
no identification 
on board 

5. Plane crashes 
on the other 
side of the 
fence 

Simple solution to 
this kind of 
problem. 
 
THINK IT THRU 
BEFORE YOU 
TAKE OFF 
 
This can happen 
and has.  Some 
simple questions 
to ask before you 
take off.   

From The Prez 

By: Bill Brzostowski 

The Windy Flyer 
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Inside this issue: 

 
1. Is my plane 

capable of 
flying with the 
current  wind 
conditions?   

2. Seek a spotter, 
so he can assist 
to keep an eye 
on your plane if 
it flys to far out. 

3.  Crashing on the 
other side of the 
fence is NOT a 
good options 

 

 

 

PLEASE FLY SAFE, FLY WITH A SPOTTER! 
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1. Landing every time. Don't 
tell yourself to touch down 
every time you make a landing 
approach. Force yourself to 
go-around if the approach isn't 
a good one. Ninety nine per 
cent of the time, a bad 
approach results in a bad 
landing. You should actually be 
practicing approaches, not 
landings. When you make a 
bad approach, go around, set 
up and try it again. When you 
make a really good approach, 
then throttle back all the way to 
idle and land. Unless you are 
an expert, the approach 
determines the landing. When 
you have a good approach, the 
landing will just about do itself. 
 
2. Touching down before you 
pass in front of yourself. Have 
you ever done this: You get a 
little nervous landing because 
of wind or maybe it's just not 
one of your "good" days. To 
hopefully make the landing 
easier, you make a big pattern, 
dragging it out. You end up 
touching down way before you 
get back in front of yourself. Is 
this how the landing went? 
BAM, the main gear spreads 
out. BAM, the nose gear 
bends. BAM, the prop breaks. 
Sound familiar? It's a very 
common landing error. 
Let's analyze the touch down 
location. There are 3 places 
you can touch down, before 
yourself, right in front and past 
yourself. Right out in front is 
best. You have the best view 
of the fuselage angle and the 

Landing Errors 
 

By: Richard Lindberg 

Rocky Mountain Flying Machine 

Albuquerque, NM 

descent rate. Past yourself is 
OK until you get way past. 
The plane is directional, right 
is right and left is left. The 
further away you get, the 
harder it is to tell the descent 
rate, but you can still set the 
plane up slightly nose high 
and let is touch. Now, let's 
look at landing before you get 
to yourself. The plane is 
coming toward you so 
steering is reversed. You are 
tense so this makes it worse. 
From a nose-on position, it's 
hard to tell the fuselage angle 
and the descent rate. This is 
the worst case for making a 
good landing. Even experts 
can't consistently make good 
landings far away from a 
nose-on position. 
When you are having a bad 
day, give yourself an even 
chance. You should be 
turning early, not late. Land a 
little past yourself. You can 
see everything better and 
judge the touchdown better. 
 
3. Seeing the bottom of the 
airplane. This is one you 
probably never thought of. If 
you can see the bottom of the 
airplane during a landing 
approach, the nose is too 
high. If you are set up on a 
final approach, the nose of 
the plane should be down in a 
glide position. When you can 
see the bottom of the 
airplane, you are approaching 
a stall. You need to either add 
power and go around or use 
the elevator stick to lower the 
nose. Stand with a couple of 
the good fliers and watch the 
plane on landing. You won't 
see the bottom of the plane. 

 
4. Undershooting the runway. 
When you make a landing 
approach, you normally set up 
parallel to the runway on a 
downwind leg, throttle back 
and turn to final approach. You 
can either make one big, 
sweeping base-to-final turn or 
you can square the pattern off 
with a base leg, then a turn to 
final. Most beginners set up 
wide like they are going to 
make a squared off pattern, 
then turn too tightly and angle 
in to the runway. 
There are three ways to line up 
for final approach. One, the 
right one, is exactly in line with 
the runway. The other is to 
overshoot a little past the 
runway and angle back. The 
third is to undershoot and 
angle toward the runway. This 
last one is the most common 
and the worst. When you 
undershoot, the plane ends up 
aimed right at you. Nose on is 
the worst position for control. It 
is hard to see small 
movements and to get the 
correct attitude for landing. 
Nose on is also the least safe 
direction. You are aimed at 
yourself and must make a turn 
or go around. Next, 
undershooting can put you 
high on final. Normally this 
wouldn't be too bad since most 
beginners land short, but it can 
put you in a position where you 
have to make a turn to keep 
from going over your head. 
This is a bad position for 
turning. You are low to the 
ground and staring at the nose 
of the plane. All of these make 
undershooting the runway the 
worst position to land from. 

Overshooting, while not 
perfect, is not that bad. If you 
overshoot, you will be angling 
across the runway away from 
yourself, a safe direction to be 
going. You can usually see the 
side of the airplane so making 
a turn isn't that hard. 
The solution, if you like to 
make one sweeping turn, is to 
set up closer to the runway 
and vary your bank to roll out 
in line with the runway. Or, you 
can make a definite base leg 
and not turn until you are in 
line with the runway. 
 
5. Bouncing & Porpoising. If a 
bounce isn't caused by a very 
hard landing where the 
springiness of the gear flings 
you back up into the air, it is 
caused by touching down on 
the nose gear first. Nose gear 
first landings guarantee a 
bounce or a series of bounces 
called porpoising for the sea 
mammal who seems to 
continuously leap up into the 
air and splash back down. 
Lack of concentration and 
inattention can cause you to let 
the nose gear touch first. 
When you get to a couple of 
feet from the runway, you 
should concentrate on getting 
the nose slightly high. If the 
nose wheel is higher than the 
main wheels, you can freeze 
on the controls and just let the 
plane land itself. From a 
couple of feet altitude, you 
can't hurt it 
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May 2010 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
          

1 

2 3 4 
7:30 PM 
WAM Club 
Meeting at the 
VFW 

5 6 7 
SAC Float Fly 
8 AM to 1 PM 
167th & Cicero 
$5.00 Fee 

8 

9  Mother’s Day 
Joe Nall IMAA 
Fun Fly - Wood-
ruff, SC (C-
Restricted to 
IMAA) 
864-313-6572 

10 
Joe Nall IMAA 
Fun Fly - Wood-
ruff, SC (C-
Restricted to 
IMAA) 
864-313-6572 

11 
Joe Nall IMAA 
Fun Fly - Wood-
ruff, SC (C-
Restricted to 
IMAA) 
864-313-6572 

12 
Joe Nall IMAA 
Fun Fly - Wood-
ruff, SC (C-
Restricted to 
IMAA) 
864-313-6572 

13 
Joe Nall IMAA 
Fun Fly - Wood-
ruff, SC (C-
Restricted to 
IMAA) 
864-313-6572 

14 
Joe Nall IMAA 
Fun Fly - Wood-
ruff, SC (C-
Restricted to 
IMAA) 
864-313-6572 

15 
Joe Nall IMAA 
Fun Fly - Wood-
ruff, SC (C-
Restricted to 
IMAA) 
864-313-6572 

16 17 18 
6:30 PM 
WAM Club 
Meeting at the 
Field 

19 20 21 
SAC Float Fly 
8 AM to 1 PM 
167th & Cicero 
$5.00 Fee 

22 

23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 

SAC Memorial 
Day Float Fly  8 
AM to 1 PM - 
167th & Cicero 
$5.00 Fee 

30 31 
Memorial Day 
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WAM Meeting Minutes 
By: Jim Fox  

Woodland Aero Modelers 

Downers Grove, IL 

 

Model Building, Maintenance, 
Hints & Tips: 

None. 
 

Guests:  

Karen Schneider and son 
Benjamin contacted Don 
Jiskra and want to start 
Benjamin in R-C. Tim 
McCoy is returning to 
membership with his son 
Nicholas. Welcome to our 
club! 

 

Planes for Points: 

Chuck Misicka displayed 
AeroModels Seaplane. Has 
Eflite 480 motor w/8x6, 
2200 mah LiPo. 22 oz. 
weight, 29” span. Flies off 
snow, water or grass. Had to 
form shapes from foam 
sheets. 

Lee Giuffre showed a Wattage 
Pitts with an outrunner 
motor turning 9x4 prop 
powered by 1300mah LiPo. 
28” span, 28 oz. weight. 
Built-up wood construction. 

Gene Zbylut had a Goldberg 
Ultimate Bipe with OS .91 
FS with pump turning a 
12x6 prop. 52” span, 12 # 
weight. A little complicated 
to attach top wing. 

Don Jiskra presented his Great 
Planes Escapade EP. Motor 
is Turnigy 42 turning APC-
E 12x8 prop. 5-1/2 pound 
weight, 52-1/2” span. Can 
hold 2 -2200 mah LiPo 
batteries. Can fly 5 minutes 
on one battery, 10 minutes 
on both in parallel. Don 
added the optional fiberglass 
cowl. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm.  

April  Meeting called to order at the 
VFW at 7:30 pm by the President 

Secretary’s report: Minutes of 
April 6, 2010 meeting approved as 
submitted. 

Treasurer’s report: No report. 

Executive Director: No report. 
 

Committee reports: 

Chief instructor: No report. 

Safety: Chuck Misicka has nothing 
new. 
Bill Brzostowski reminds us 
to watch out for trains at the 
crossing on the road to our 
field. 

 

Announcements: 

Next meeting: May 4th at the VFW 
at 7:30 pm. 
NOTE: The May 18th meeting 
will be at the field at 6:30 pm. 

Field was mowed this week – 
ready for flying! 

Bill Brzostowski gave more info 
on the EAA Oshkosh bus trip 
arrangements. Trip will be 
Saturday, July 31. Costs are 
up a little – total of $ 75 for 
bus and EAA ticket. We need 
to know how many people 
are interested. 

Don Jiskra reported that May 25-
27 at Muncie will be the 
National Electric Open Fly-
in. 

Fred Fratto asked about repeating 
our static display for the 
Downers Grove Historical 
Society’s “Wheelie Big 
Trucks” event on October 2. 
Looks like our members 
would be interested in 
participating again. 

 

Old Business: 

First Open House will be Sunday 
June 13th, with Chuck 

Misicka as CD. Open to the 
public 11-3. Workers 
needed for this event, 
particularly gate duty from 
10:30 to 3:30. 

 

New Business: 

Don Jiskra offered thanks to Bob 
Boen for keeping up and 
distributing the event 
calendar. 

 

Model Building, Maintenance, 
Hints & Tips: 

Ed Niccum mentioned that 
www.rcnoseart.com can do 
very nice custom graphics, 
for custom airplane 
markings. Good quality, 
looks like painted-on when  
in place. 

 

Guests:  

Roger Lison and son Matt voted 
into membership. Welcome! 

 

Planes for Points: 

Ed Niccum showed his Sig 
SeaLane seaplane from kit. 
Second time Ed has built 
this model, so he has 
improved the landing gear 
position further forward and 
added a battery tray for 
easier Rx battery changes. 
Has OS .46 FX with 10 oz. 
tank, turning 10x7 three-
blade prop. Wing has 61” 
span, 6-1/2# weight. 
Removable main gear and 
tail wheel. Ed reports that it 
is a good flyer and has good 
water handling. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm.    

April 6th Meeting called to order at the 
VFW at 7:30 pm by the President 

Secretary’s report: Minutes of 
March 16, 2010 meeting approved 
as submitted. 

Treasurer’s report: No report. 

Executive Director: No report. 

Committee reports: 

Chief instructor: No report. 

Safety: Chuck Misicka has nothing 
new. Fred Fratto advised that 
the batteries in the walkie-
talkies have been replaced. If 
going out to search for 
planes, use them! 

Announcements: 

Next meeting: April 20th at the 
VFW at 7:30 pm. 

Field was rolled April 1. Runway 
in good shape, but pit area is 
soft. 

Need volunteer to handle the EAA 
Oshkosh bus trip 
arrangements. 

Toledo R-C Show will be April 9-
10-11.. 

April 17th Wheaton Park District 
will have “Go Fly a Kite” 
event 

There is a “Heli Invasion” event 
May 22 in Evansville, 
Indiana. 

DePue float fly scheduled for 
Sunday, August 8. 

Utica float fly at the Starved Rock 
Point shelter Saturday, 
August 14. 

A visitor wants to come out to the 
field to see us fly. 

Old Business: 

None. 

New Business: 

First Open House will be Sunday 
June 13th, with Chuck 
Misicka as CD. 
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WAM Clubware  
The following Clubware is available: 
Club Patches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  2.00 
Gray Hats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  4.00 
Gray Polo Shirts (logo on breast) . . . $ 11.50 
Sizes XXL add . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $   1.00 
Contact Ron Wurl 708-387-0172 for any of the above items or 
download the Clubware Order form from our website… fill it 
out and mail it to Ron.  If item is not in stock, an order may 
have to be placed.  Don’t forget to add for any postage if asking 
Ron to mail you your order. 

Support Your Local Hobby Store 
  
  

LaGrange Hobby Center 
25 South LaGrange Rd, LaGrange, IL 60525 
708-354-1220 
  

Leisure Hours Hobbies 

Louis Joliet Pointe, 2712 Plainfield Rd, Joliet, IL 
815-439-1477 
  

Hobby Warehouse 

11152 Southwest Hwy. Palos Hills, IL 60465 
708-974-4440 

 

The Gentle Jungle 

3812 W 127th Street, Alsip, IL  

708-597-4197 

The Trading Outpost 

 

 

FOR SALE 12-2008 

Very little use, Moki 1.80, 2 Cycle glow engine, Included: 
Back mounting plate, Bisson muffler, aluminum spinner 
and smoke injector. 

Price $225, (not firm) Going Gas! Call Fred Fratto, 
630/852-8176 or e-mail f.fratto@comcast.net. 
 

 

FOR SALE 08-2008 

New in the original box, Hangar 9 F-22 Raptor, RTF nitro 
powered ARF Model airplane.  Included is the air frame, 
Evolution .46, JR SX600 radio system and charger.  This 
ARF assembles in less than 60 minutes and is ready to fly 
after charging RX and TX included battery packs.  Add 
fuel, light the glow plug and off you go.  $265.00.   

Call  Terry Vejvoda    630 257 6062 
 

 

 

Looking for a manual for the Saito FA90T twin cylinder. Or if 
you know someone who does  - Contact Terry R.Drenner 

918-561-1233  terry.drenner@okstate.edu 

 

REPAIR: Electronic repairs and adjustments of our RC 
transmitters and receivers. Contact Rich Frost of 503 W 
Berkley; Arlington Heights, IL 60004. 

Phone 847-255-30l7. 

  

Contact me (Dino) at 630-310-8421 or 

editor@wam-rc.com  to place an add 

  

121 Addison, Elmhurst, IL 60126 

http://www.alshobbyshop.com/ 

rc@alshobbyshop.com 

630-832-4908 
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